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The Bible's Blueprint For 
Church Organization 



Three Layers of leadership within the 
local church: 



The Deacons serve 



2. The Elders shepherd 



3. The Congregation sanctions 







Sanction - final permision; 
authorization (World English 



Scripture is clear: The last and final 
court of appeal in the matter of life of 
the local church is, and should be, the 



local congregation itself. 






The Congregation rules the church in 
matters of doctrine . (Gal 1:6, II Tim 4:3) 

The Congregation rules the church in 



matters of discipline . (I Cor 5:4-13, Mt. 



The Congregation rules the church in 
matters of of determining leaders. (Acts 






does not mean that the 
congregation is always right . 
(II Tim. 4:3) 



This is why we must remember that 
Jesus ultimately rules His Church! 






How does a congregational church work? 
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not 


Both clear 

and 
Important 
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This is the quadrant where elders best server the church 



I Tim 5:17 - Honor those who lead the 



church 

Heb. 13:17 - Submit to those who lead 
the church 






Trustworthy leadership + a trustin 
congregation = good for God's people 

and glory for God! 






